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Message from the Chair 

Greetings to all! The April 22nd Installation of Officers was well attended with 40 members and 
guests. The following district officers attended: District Deputy Dawn Briggs, PDM/ PGLD, who 
conducted the Installation ceremonies along with her installing team from Nordic Lodge, Ken 
Briggs, Past District Executive Board Member; Marlene Patient, PDM, Grand Lodge Activities 
Director. Also attending from the district lodge were: Linda Boylan, Vice District Master; Mary Ellen 
Jansson, District Secretary; Ann-Marie Breuer, District Chaplain; Michael Swanson, District Auditor; 
Eric Blomgren, District Inner Guard and Greg Blomgren, District Outer Guard. I would like to thank 
everyone who helped with the April installation, especially with providing refreshments, setting up 
the hall, and helping in the kitchen. Delicious refreshments were served and enjoyed by all. We 
certainly have some great cooks at Birka Lodge! We received rave comments from our guests on the 
delicious food and the wide variety. Thank you, thank you to all! Thank you also to Gus and Roz 
Blomgren for donating the raffle basket, which was won by District Secretary, Mary Ellen Jansson. 

Marlys Mahajan has volunteered to assemble a recipe book of favorite family recipes. It is not too late to 
submit your recipes. The recipes do not have to be Scandinavian. Any family favorites would be fine. Please 
contact Marlys as soon as possible if you are interested. 

Also, thank you to the March Refreshment Committee for the delicious food we enjoyed at the 
March meeting. Thanks, too, to the speaker, Judith Hallberg, who showed us how a traditional 
colonial garden has been recreated at the Haskell House in Ipswich. 

At the May 27th Meeting, we will have our Memorial Service to remember our recently departed 
members.  Marlys Mahajan will chair the Refreshment Committee. Bob Purzycki will present the 
cultural program, which will take us back in time to understand the Hanseatic League and its 
relationship to the island of Gotland in Sweden. We will also have a raffle basket from Gus and Roz 
Blomgren. 

The final meeting before the summer break will be June 23. It will have a Midsommar theme.  The 
Refreshment Committee, co-chaired by Karin Caves and Matilda Halloran, will provide the 
traditional strawberry shortcake dessert. Cultural Leader, Ann-Marie Breuer will be presenting a 
cultural program. Please plan on attending the meeting. 

The lodge has planned a summer outing at the Crane Estate in Ipswich for Thursday evening, 
August 27.  Further details are available on page 3 of this newsletter and at the Mayand June 

meetings. Family and friends are invited.  

The next Activities Committee Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 11, at 2:30 p.m. at Ann-
Marie Breuer’s in Hamilton. All officers and members are invited to attend.   

For those who have not paid their 2016 dues of $25 please mail your dues to:  Financial Secretary, 
Linda Boylan, 12 Upton Lane, Boxford, MA   01921, payable to:  Birka Lodge No. 732.   

If you have not been able to attend a lodge meeting this year, it is not too late.  We miss you.  We 
have two lodge meetings remaining before the summer break in May and June. 



I hope to see you soon.  Come and support your lodge and its officers.  New program booklets for 
2016–2017 will be available at these meetings. Thank you to Linda Boylan. 

In closing, I would like to thank the lodge for re-electing me as your Chairman for the coming 
year. Thank you to all the officers who have taken an office for the coming year. I appreciate the 
help and support of all lodge members.  

Your presence is requested at the May and June meetings to give encouragement to your officers 
and make more secure the future of our Order. 

Best wishes for a healthy and safe summer. Glad Midsommar! Happy Summer!   

In truth and unity, 

Linda Christianson, PDM, Chairman 

 

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEES 

May Basket Auction 

May 27 

Marlys Mahajan, chair  

Ann Marie Breuer   

Linda Christianson   

Mary Anne Hawkes   

Judy Tanzer    

 
Midsommar Strawberry Festival 

June 24 

Karin Caves, co-chair   

Matilda Halloran, co-chair  

Eva Ghika    

 

Hearty Birka Birthday wishes to these members:  
 

. . . May 

 1 William Guidara 17 Linda Christianson 

 13 Richard Lilja 25 Al Reidlinger 

. . . June 

  4 Ann Delacey 17 Richard Johns  

  8 Janet Dawe 28 Ellen Greenberg 

12 Judy Tanzer 

. . . July  

  2 Nancy Forsstrom-Gillespie 

  3 Nancy Hayward 15 John Caves 

  8 Amy Hawkes 16 Richard Sunman 

11 Audrey DiPillo 24 Bill Ghen 

14 June Guidara 28 Sandra DiPillo 

15 Nancy Olson   

. . . August  

11 Denise Esperson 20 Janet Muller 24 Lara Colllins 

17 Matilda Halloran, & Gordon Hayward 

26 Ambia O. Smith, & Milton Leitner



 

. . . ‘Round the Lodge 
Congratulations to all Birka Lodge officers for the 2016–2017 season. All of next year’s officers are 
returning to the same positions they held this year. Thank you for stepping up and keeping the Lodge 
running smoothly! 

Dues are due! 

If you have not yet paid your 2016–2017 dues of $25, please do so quickly. Mail a check, payable to 
Birka Lodge 732, to Linda Boylan, 12 Upton Lane, Boxford, MA 01921. 

Recipes needed!  Please bring your favorite recipe to the May meeting. We’d like to have a more 
extensive collection for a cookbook to be published at our June meeting. 

Sick Benefit Fund   If you have been a Vasa member for five years or more and have paid your 
dues, you can receive assistance with medical expenses from the Grand Lodge. Each member is 
entitled to receive up to $3,000. Please contact Recording Secretary Judy Tanzer for an application. 

Change of Address   Please notify Recording Secretary Judy Tanzer of any address changes, either 
by writing her at 3 Anthony Road, Hamilton, MA 01982, or by phoning her at 978-468-7407. Thank 
you. 

Website   Remember to check Birka Lodge’s website for the latest posting about our lodge. The web 
address is www.birka732.com. Our email address and Google + address is birkalodge732@gmail.com 
A big Birka thanks to Richard Lilja for maintaining this site. 

Calendar of Events 
May   

27 Lodge meeting, Bob Purzycki will present the history of the Hanseatic League and Gotland, 

at 7:30 p.m. Also a May basket auction will be held. 

June  

24 Lodge meeting, Midsommar Strawberry Festival, 7:30 p.m. 

August 

27 Summer outing at the Crane Estate in Ipswich; picnicking at 5 p.m. and concert at 7 p.m. 

September  

11 Activities meeting at Ann-Marie Breuer’s home, Hamilton, MA 2:30 p.m. 
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Summer Outing at the Crane Estate 

Once again we are planning a summer outing for the last week in August. This year it will be a 
Thursday evening concert at the Crane Estate in Ipswich. Here are a few details about the event. 

When Thursday, August 25, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

What Concert by Help! a Beatles tribute band 

Where   The Crane Estate, Argilla Road, Ipswich MA 

Cost $30 per car ($20 for members); tickets available at the gate only 

The gates open at 5 p.m. for picnicking, either with your own food or food available for purchase 
there. For a little extra fun, dress in your old 60’s clothes in the back of your closet if you like! 

In case of rain, the concert will be cancelled and a notice will be posted on the web page for the 
concert at 3 p.m. that afternoon. 

Crane Estate and the  Grande Allée, where the concert will be held, Ipswich, MA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birka Banner is a bi-monthly newsletter, published by Birka Lodge 32, Vasa Order of America, and 
on the web at www.birka732.com 

Linda Christianson, Chairperson 
Marlys Mahajan, Editor 
Richard Lilja, Webmaster 

Once there came a customer into the store and asked, "Kan jag få två smørgåssar?" (May I have two sandwiches). 
The store-clerk then asked, "Are you Swedish?" whereupon the customer said, " er det fordi jag sa 'smørgåssar de 
skjønnte at jag var Svensk?" (is it because I said 'smørgåssar' i.e. the Swedish word for sandwich, you knew I was a 
Swede). The clerk made a cunning smirk, "no, it is because you're in a hardware store." 

 
Two Swedes were in Norway on a visit and they were wondering about all the beautiful buildings. One of the 
Swedes went over to a Norwegian and asked how they managed to build such beautiful buildings. The Norwegian 
brought the Swede to a wall and laid his hand on it. Then he asked the Swede to hit it. First the Swede didn't want 
to, but then finally he hit as hard as he was able to. The Norwegian quickly pulled his hand out of the way and the 
Swede got all his knuckles smashed. The Norwegian said, "It's a question of intelligence."  
The Swede went back to his buddy who wondered if he'd gotten his question answered. - "Yes," the he answered 
and put his hand on his forehead, "Hit my hand!".. 
 
There was this group of people on a tour-bus. The guide on the bus asked if anyone on the bus could tell the rest a 
joke, whereupon a guy got up and said that he could tell a Swedish joke. Suddenly a woman in the back of the bus 
said, "No, don't do that. I'm Swedish." The guide looked at her and said, "Oh, that's okay. We'll explain it to you 
afterwards."  
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Hill_(Ipswich,_Massachusetts)
http://www.thetrustees.org/things-to-do/north-shore/event-25437.html??referrer=https://www.google.com/
http://www.thetrustees.org/things-to-do/north-shore/event-25437.html??referrer=https://www.google.com/
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Our First Initiation electronically (of Sara Ghika) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Swede called the airline and asked how long it would take for a plane to get from Stockholm to 
Paris. "Just a moment," the clerk said. "Oh, thank you," the Swede replied and hung up 

 

A Swedish student was in a bookstore. "This book will do half the job for you," the clerk said. "Good, I 
will have two, " the Swede replied.  

 

"This letter is too heavy," the post-clerk stated, "You will have to put on an additional stamp." The 
Swede looked wonderingly at him, "Will it be lighter then?" he asked. 

 

There was this group of people on a tour-bus. The guide on the bus asked if anyone on the bus could 
tell the rest a joke, whereupon a guy got up and said that he could tell a Swedish joke. Suddenly a 
woman in the back of the bus said, "No, don't do that. I'm Swedish." The guide looked at her and 
said, "Oh, that's okay. We'll explain it to you afterwards."  

 

Did you hear about the Swede who painted his house so incredibly quickly because he wanted to 
finish before he ran out of paint? 

 

One foggy night off the southwestern coast of Norway, a Swedish battle ship received a radio signal 
in Norwegian telling it to shift course 10 degrees to the west. 
The Swedish captain bristled, and replied that the sender should shift HIS course 10 degrees to the 
east!  
Moments later the reply came telling the Swedish ship to move 10 degrees to the west. 
"I vil NOT!" screamed the captain. He turned to the radio operator and yelled, "Yu tell dat dumb 
norveegian to shift 10 degrees to da east!" 
Again came the reply to the Swede to shift his course 10 degrees to the west. 
By now the captain was livid, and he signaled "NOW YU LOOK HERE, I AM A CAPTAIN ON A 
SWEDISH BATTLE SHIP, AND I AM TELLING YU TO SHIFT YOUR COURSE 10 DEGREES TO 
THE EAST IF YU KNOW VAT'S GOOD FOR YU!" 
A moment later the Swedish battle ship crashed on a light house. 


